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to tell the farmer’s story to consumers,”
Wayne Dollar, GFB president, said.“We
continue that tradition today as our
staff travels the state and visits other
parts of the nation to cover stories of
interest to farmers and consumers. We
still feel it fills an important need in
2004, and being on a network that cov-
ers all of rural America is an honor and
a tremendous opportunity,”he added.

While the program focuses on
agriculture with the Georgia farmer in
mind, national agriculture issues, con-
sumer information and feature stories
about rural life and interesting people
are also part of the program each week.

The largest state east of the Mis-
sissippi, Georgia is quite agricultur-
ally diverse with some twenty major
commodities. Agriculture is also big
business, with a more than $57 billion
dollar economic impact to the state’s
economy.

Here are some commodity exam-
ples:

¢ Georgia is number one nationally
in poultry and number six in egg
production, with a combined total

farm value of $2.3 billion a year.

* Georgia has cattle (1.3 million head
last year) and hogs and pigs (345,000
head.)

¢ There is a major equine (horse)
industry worth $248 million to the
state’s economy. It’s estimated there
are several hundred thousand
horses in Georgia, mostly in metro
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